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Dear IPA Members, 
 
The first half of 2026 has been one
of the most active public policy periods 
in recent memory. For the payments industry, from
debates over the CLARITY ACT and stablecoin
regulation to the Open Banking regulations to new
guidance for earned wage access, and Artificial
Intelligence, the regulatory agenda has moved on
multiple fronts simultaneously, and the IPA has
been engaged at every turn. 

We were pleased to bring the industry together at
the 2026 Innovative Payments Conference in
Washington, D.C. We had a strong lineup of keynote
speakers including:  Russ Vought, Director of the
Office of Management and Budget; Jonathan Gould,
Comptroller of the Currency; David Wasserman,
Senior Editor and Elections Analyst at The Cook
Political Report; and Adam Frankel, Chief Legal
Officer at Chime. Our members learned from the
speakers and each other as we discussed the critical
issues facing the industry.

On the legislative and regulatory side, we filed
comment letters on several key proposals, including
the OCC's RFI on Reg E and prepaid products, the
OCC's stablecoin proposal, and the Fed's RFI on
check services. In a significant win for the industry,
the OCC issued an interim final rule reinforcing the
federal preemption framework that supports a
uniform national payments system. We also 
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continued our outreach to Treasury on the process
of returning identif iable and unspent government
benef its on prepaid cards.
 
Looking ahead to the second half of the year,
several issues will demand close attention: the
path forward for the GENIUS Act, the status of the
U.S. Representative Bryan Steil’s EWA bill in
Congress, the CFPB's expected re-proposed rule
on open banking, and ongoing efforts to
modernize the Prepaid Rule. The IPA will remain
actively engaged in leading the conversation for
the payments community. 

We also will host opportunities for the industry to
get together and learn. Our Sioux Falls Legislative
Brief ing at The Bancorp on July 9th will be a
chance for the industry to meet in person and
discuss the latest developments. Our annual
Compliance Boot Camp at Discover's headquarters
on Sept. 10 will be a chance for the industry to
learn about the latest compliance trends and earn
CLE credits. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. We look
forward to working with you as we move ahead. 
 
Sincerely, 20

26
Brian Tate,
President & CEO Innovative Payments
Association
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IPA Compliance
Boot Camp

EVENT DETAILS

Master Compliance. Accelerate Growth.

presenting sponsor

register nowSept. 10, 2026 | 8:30 am to 5:30 pm

The Boot Camp is eligible for up to 7 CLEs in: IL, GA, FL, NY, AL, and TX.

Turn Compliance Into a Competitive Advantage

The payments landscape is evolving fast. Join us just outside Chicago for a
full-day, in-person event built specifically to help you:

Master the rapidly evolving regulatory landscape
Anticipate shifts in stablecoins, AI, open banking, and EWA
Accelerate growth for your organization
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IPA Board of  Di rectors

The Bancorp Bank N.A .:  Brian Axell ,  Managing Director,  Deputy
General Counsel ,  Fintech Strategies
Blackhawk Network:  Stephanie O’Brien,  Associate General Counsel
Cardaq Limited: Hugo Remi,  Chief Executive Off icer
Chime: Nick Stowell ,  Head of Government Advocacy
CPI Card Group: Peggy O’Leary,  Prepaid Sales Director
Daily Pay: Claudia Flores,  Vice President ,  Public Policy ;  Financial
Services and Emerging Technologies
Expanse Financial Technologies: Michael Gaspar,  Chief Executive
Off icer
Fidelity Information Services (FIS):  Jakob Harrison, Vice President and
General Manager,  Fi ltered Spend and Prepaid Payment Solutions
Fifth Third Bank: Keisha Agee, VP Client Success,  Newline
Green Dot Corporation:  Amy Pugh, General Counsel
H&R Block:  Kathleen Ryan, Vice President and Deputy General Counsel
InComm: Ben Bryant ,  Associate General Counsel ,  Financial  Services &
Division Counsel ,  Marketing
Instant:  Heather Heebner,  Senior Vice President ,  Regulatory and
Treasury Compliance
Onbe:  Ed Woodson, Chief Legal Off icer
Paysafe:  Chris Stromberg, Vice President & Head of US Government
Affairs
Q2:  Scott McCormack, Vice President Relationships,  Operations,
Implementations
Stream:  Kevin Lefton, Head of Legal & Compliance,  North America
Stride Bank:  Mark Sumby, Senior Vice President
Visa:  Saj  Imam, Sr.  Director,  U.S .  Prepaid
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For additional information on IPA's advocacy work, please visit ipa.org/advocacy. 
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2026 in  Review (January–June)  

Comment Letters and Regulatory Engagement 

Submitted comment letters addressing federal
and state policy proposals impacting payments,
f intech, and f inancial  services.  
Engaged policymakers on issues including: 

Stablecoins and digital  assets 
Open banking implementation
Bank-f intech partnerships 
Earned Wage Access (EWA) 
Consumer protection and payments regulation 
Artif icial  intel l igence in f inancial  services 

Coordinated coalit ion efforts with industry
partners on priority legislative and regulatory
issues,  including submitting a letter supporting
the OCC’s Interim Final Rule and Order
Provided feedback to agencies and lawmakers on
proposals affecting innovation,  competition,  and
f inancial  inclusion.  

Legislative and Regulatory Monitoring 

Delivered regular member brief ings on
congressional activity,  agency actions,
l it igation,  and state legislative developments.  
Expanded analysis of emerging policy trends
impacting payments providers,  banks,
f intechs,  and program managers.  
Continued engagement with lawmakers and
regulators to ensure the industry's perspective
is represented during policy development.  

Thought Leadership & Media Outreach 

Articles and commentary addressing
stablecoins,  open banking, bank-f intech
partnerships,  and EWA . 
Payments 3.0 thought leadership series
exploring regulatory,  operational ,  and market
developments.  
Industry podcasts,  webinars,  and educational
content featuring leading experts f rom across
the payments ecosystem. 
Media engagement focused on innovation,
compliance,  f inancial  inclusion,  and emerging
technologies.  



Summer of Learning
Inside the Numbers: What the New Fed
Payments Data Tells Us About Emerging Trends

Save the Date
2027 Innovative Payments Conference

Up Next: 
July 20 | 3-4 pm ET

Join payments professionals from across the industry for two
days of timely insights, meaningful conversations, and valuable
networking opportunities focused on the issues shaping the
future of financial services.

Hear from leading voices in payments, fintech, and government

Explore emerging trends, technologies, and market
developments

Gain insights into policy, compliance, and innovation

Connect with peers and industry decision-makers

Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta Speakers:

Jessica Washington, Assistant Vice President
Chris Colson, Payments Expert

The IPA Summer of Learning webinar series gives members complimentary access to expert
insights on the issues shaping today’s payments industry. Next up: A deep dive into the
newest Federal Reserve payments study and recent consumer surveys. 

Scan Now to Register

What you’ll learn:

Actionable Insights: Translate complex data into
strategies for 2026/2027.

Shifting Behaviors: Discover the market dynamics
defining the next era of transactions.

Emerging Trends: Get the definitive facts you need
to stay ahead.



Looking Ahead

As policymakers continue to address emerging
technologies, consumer protection, financial
inclusion, and innovation, the IPA will remain
focused on ensuring the payments industry's voice
is heard. 
 
The second half of 2026 will bring new challenges
and opportunities. The IPA will continue providing
members with the advocacy, intelligence,
education, and connections needed to succeed in a
rapidly evolving marketplace. 
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CONTACT US 

(202) 548-7200

www.ipa.org

info@ipa.org
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